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Getting Down to Earth about Soil Health

REDWOOD FALLS, Minn. — On the prairie bluffs south of the Minnesota River near
this southwestern Minnesota farm town, Grant and Dawn Breitkreutz grow crops
and livestock — and soil. Rather than depleting the soil with intensive industrial
farming practices, they are leading a growing number of farmers who are using so-
called regenerative practices on their land. “You take care of the soil, build soil
health, and everything you grow on it gets more healthy,” Grant Breitkreutz said.

Recently, 100 young farmers descended on the Breitkreutz’s 1,900-acre farm for a
“soil health school” — not only to learn about healthy soil practices but also to find
inspiration in the words of the model’s champions. Regenerative agriculture
includes farming methods like cover crops, minimum tillage and grazing livestock
that proponents say result in healthier soil, carbon capture, improved biodiversity
and cleaner water.

The practice also runs contrary to the conventional farming that has long been
dominated by heavy machinery, technology and chemical inputs designed to
maximize yields.

To read the rest of the article please click on the link below,
https://www.minnpost.com/greater-minnesota/2025/08/getting-down-to-earth-
about-the-health-of-the-soil/

Funding Opportunities

Other News

 Statewide Partnership for Local and Regional

Food Systems,_in collaboration with the
Institute for Ag. and Trade Policy is seeking 100

farmers for their 2025 Producer Survey

e Grants Available to Improve Safety on
Minnesota Farms

e Q&A With a Soil Health Steward

e The Not-So-Hidden Cost of Erosion and Poor
Soil Health

Open now: UMN Regional Sustainable Development
Partnership invites farmers throughout Greater Minnesota to
apply for funding for on-farm climate adaptation and
mitigation projects through RSDP’s Farmer Climate Action

January 151!

Open now: Producers who have received NRCS-EQIP awards
are eligible to fill out the Soil Health Opportunities and Tools
Bridge Program Pre-Application which aims to provide
flexible funding to cover the upfront costs of installing EQIP
practices.

Opening January 1*: MN Dept. of Agriculture Beginning
Farmer Tax Credit.
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Field days, webinars, conferences, workshops, and other events related to soil

health near the Pomme de Terre River Watershed
Click on the title of each event to go to their webpage

The Big Soil Health Event
Location: Bien Venu Event Center, 7400
Hudson Rd, Cedar Falls, IA 50613

Host: Soil Regen uln!f_jsﬁj:s___uﬁ:nf_mn
Date/Time: December 8-gth TR

Climate Ready IPM

Location: Virtual
Host: U of MN Extension
Date/Time: Tuesday, Dec 16", 1-2pm =~ A,

Strategic Farming 2026: Soil

Compaction

Location: Virtual
Host: U of MN Extension
Date/Time: Wednesday, Jan 7th, 9-10am

Minnesota Organic Conference

Location: St. Cloud, MN

Host: MN Dept. of Agriculture e

Date/Time: January 8-9 D)

*Register by December 26th! (G

2026 Extension Women in Ag,

Conference AR
Location: Waite Park, MN '
Host: U of MN Extension
Date/Time: Tuesday, Feb 3™, 8am-3pm

EXTENSION

Soil Health Nexus Digital Cafe

Location: Online

Host: Soil Health Nexus

Date/Time: Weds, Dec. 10" 2pm  SOILHEALTH
NEXUS

Soil Management Summit

Location: Delta Hotel Fargo, ND
Host:U of M and NDSU
Date/Time: Jan 14-15th NDSU

EXTENSION

Winter Garden College
Location: Fergus Falls, MN

Host: U of MN Extension
Date/Time: Thursday, Jan 8", 5-7pm
“Register by Jan. 2nd!

MFU Women's Conference 2026

Location: Alexandria, MN
Host: MN Farmer’s Union
Date/Time: January 15-16

Minnesota
Farmers
Union

2026 SFA Annual Conference
Location: St. Joseph, MN

Host: Sustainable Farming Association
Date/Time: Saturday, Feb 7th, 7:30am-5pm

sustainable
farming

/ association
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